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H E L E N A , M O N T A N A 59626 SDMS Document 10

2002623
Ref: 8MO
Honorabl e Judy Martz
Governor
S t a t e o f Montana
C a p i t o l S t a t i o n
Helena, MT 59620-0801
Dear Governor Martz:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the town of Libby. A l s o , on behal f of Robbie
Roberts, Regional Adminis trator, EPA Region VITJ, thank you for meeting with us on July 31. In
both your letter and at our meeting, you asked about our progress in cleaning up the community,
and the continued involvement of Paul Peronard as EPA's Team Leader.

In 2002, EPA expects to continue the c l eanups at two former vermiculi te processing
plant s and surrounding areas that were contaminated by activities at these f a c i l i t i e s , and cleanups
at both the middle and high schools. A l s o , EPA is preparing for the residential and business
cleanups by screening over 3000 proper t i e s in the Libby area for the presence of asbestos source
materials such as vermiculite insulation in b u i l d i n g s and/or vermiculite produc t s in the yards.
EPA is p l a n n i n g to comple te c leanups at a p p r o x i m a t e l y 50 of the most contaminated of these
proper t i e s in 2002. Las t ly , the agency is working with the community to put in p lac e the
infras truc ture to init iate large scale re s idential/commercial propert i e s c l eanup during the 2003
construction season. An example of this type of act ivi ty is construction of the asbestos d i spo sa l
cell in the local l a n d f i l l .

EPA indicated that it would comple t e cleanup in the town of Libby in three construction
seasons, 2002,2003, and 2004. EPA remains committed to that schedule. A c t u a l l y , most of the
large scale c leanups in Libby w i l l be completed by the end of the 2003 construction season. The
remaining work is expected to be c l eanup s of individual res idential and commercial propert i e s .
EPA plans to carry out the indoor clean ups through out the year. EPA, however, did not f i n a l i z e
and sign the attic insulat ion removal Act ion Memorandum until May of this year. Consequent ly ,
our screening for indoor asbestos contaminated in su la t ion at re s idential and commercial
proper t i e s was somewhat de layed.

I do have a concern about our cleanup. It is p o s s i b l e that there wi l l be p r o p e r t i e s that
have on ly a very s l i g h t level of asbestos contamination, i.e., it w i l l not be clear if the level of the
vermiculite contamination poses a h ea l th risk. If the cost to c l eanup all of these p r o p e r t i e s is
r e l a t i v e ly low, EPA believes that is probab ly best to s i m p l y undertake the c leanups of these
propert i e s . If the cost to c l eanup all of these proper t i e s is h igh , however, EPA wi l l p r o b a b l y have
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to carry out a risk assessment. That e f f o r t could take a p p r o x i m a t e l y a year to complete . T h a t
means that this group of propert ie s could not be comple t ed until sometime in 2005.

EPA w i l l "delist" part s of the town of Libby when clean up has occurred. The Agency
will be h a p p y to seek your input on our "delist ing" plan.

I believe that the team that EPA has put in p lace to comple t e our work at Libby is an
out s tanding team. In add i t i on to Paul, it includes Jim Christiansen, and W e n d y Thomi. Paul w i l l
continue to be the team leader for the time frame that the removal ac t iv i t i e s continue at Libby.
W e n d y has been working with Paul to implement community outreach activit ies since EPA
became involved in Libby. Jim has been working with Paul for approx imat e ly one year to
coordinate the screening activities being completed at the residential and commercial properties.
He wi l l also direct the clean ups of these properties. It is l ik e ly that Paul will be needed at a
fu ture point in time to take on duties in EPA's counter-terrorism program. Never th e l e s s , Paul
will continue to be a very vital member of the Libby clean up team until work in the town of
Libby i t s e l f is f in i sh ed .

If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me at (406) 457-5001.
Sincerely,

J o h n W a r d e l l
Director
Montana O f f i c e

cc: J. Sens ibaugh, Director, MDEQ
M. Dodson, 8EPR-ARA
T . O ' H a i r , G o v e r n o r ' s O f f i c e


